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I am extending this thread since it concerns the same writer of the article with which we
started. I posted this on Facebook a few minutes ago:

Thanks to Aaron Smith - one of the two key interviewees in this youtube video - for sending this
link to us. As the title indicates, the discussion is focused on Stoicism and distinguishing it from
Ayn Rand's Objectivism, but Epicurus is mentioned several times, and I think the content is of
enough interest to our understanding of the problems with Stoicism - especially it's
deterministic aspect - that the video deserves to be in our Epicurean timeline here.

We have previously discussed Aaron's very good article "The False Promise of Stoicism," and
this video gives him and his like-minded friend (Greg Salmieri) a chance to elaborate on those
points in a way that I think will help everyone understand the point better.

Alert Epicurean readers will recognize that they are disagreeing with Stoicism from an
Aristotelian/Randian point of view with which Epicurus would have significant issues. They
mention pleasure and pain, but they speak from Rand's position that the ultimate standard of
the good is "man's life," and the Randian and Aristotelian emphasis on "rationality" takes
precedence over "pleasure" in a way that fails to get to the heart of Epicurus' argument. For
now we can leave that debate (pleasure vs "man's life") for another day, and in the meantime I
think this video will help our Epicurean-friendly audience better see the pitfalls of Stoicism, and
the video is very worthwhile for that reason.

'

Here's the video:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OF92ieV5QaM

and Here's the facebook post:

Epicurean Philosophy | Thanks to Aaron Smith - one of the two key interviewees in this youtube
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