Episode 183 - "Epicurus And His Philosophy" Part 35
- Chapter 14 - The New Virtues 06 - Honesty

Post by “Cassius” of July 16, 2023 at 6:14 AM

The section on Honesty which will be our focus in this episode contains some very interesting
commentary and footnotes by DeWitt.

One example is that DeWitt infers that Philodemus may have been a partisan of Mark Antony in
the Civil Wars, which would apparently be different than the position taken by Atticus.

DeWitt gives two footnote references; this is the second, from Cicero Phil. 2.17.42. : Philodemus
is not named here but the references to someone instructing him on declamation in another
man's villa -

Quote from Ciceo - Yonge

42Although the thing that struck me with most astonishment of all was, that you should
venture to make mention of inheritances, when you yourself had not received the
inheritance of your own father. XVIl. And was it in order to collect all these arguments,
O you most senseless of men, that you spent so many days in practising declamation in
another man’s villa? Although, indeed, (as your most intimate friends usually say,) you
are in the habit of declaiming, not for the purpose of whetting your genius, but of
working off the effects of wine. And, indeed, you employ a master to teach you jokes, a
man appointed by your own vote and that of your boon companions; a rhetorician,
whom you have allowed to say whatever he pleased against you, a thoroughly
facetious gentleman; but there are plenty of materials for speaking against you and
against your friends. But just see now what a difference there is between you and your
grandfather. He used with great deliberation to bring forth arguments advantageous to
the cause he was advocating; you pour forth in a hurry the sentiments which you have
been taught by another.

The other note is a reference to Antony's willingness to receive criticism:

Plutarch, Antony, chapter 24

DeWitt is referencing Philodemus' On Rhetoric and it looks to me like it would be necessary to
be much more familiar with the fragments of Philodemus than | am to assess whether there are
more specific connections to Antony.
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