Epicureans and the Ancient Greek Gods (Imagery of
"Gods" / "Gods Among Men")

Post by “Clive” of March 17, 2019 at 7:07 PM

I may be wrong about any of this. As | have said elsewhere, I'm not an expert. | am not aware of
the point of view that says 'Aristotelian biological thought was an impediment to the
advancement of biology', but it may be so. Aristotle wasn't really a scientist. Science, as we
now know it, only started much later, probably in the 'Enlightenment'. But certainly not before
Francis Bacon. The existence of atoms, as understood in the modern physical/chemical sense,
as opposed to Epicurean 'atoms', was only scientifically confirmed in the early 20th century
(after Max Planck started the train of thought and enquiry that led to quantum theory). |
consider that modern biological understanding only really started with Darwin, in the 19th
century. Empirical discoveries have always been made. But | don't know of any systematic
biological thought before Aristotle.
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