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Philodemus of Gadara

Proposed Emblems: Vesuvius and Papyrus

(Papyrus plants)
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"To-morrow, dearest Piso, your friend, beloved by the Muses, who keeps our annual feast of the
twentieth * invites you to come after the ninth hour to his simple cottage. If you miss udders
and draughts of Chian wine, you will see at least sincere friends and you will hear things far
sweeter than the land of the Phaeacians. But if you ever cast your eyes on me, Piso, we shall
celebrate the twentieth richly instead of simply."

If Leontion's pencil in the metaphor came silver from the fire, it is all the more remarkable that
Philodemus' scrolls survived it intact--the largest library of its kind to survive in one great lump
from the ancient world.
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