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Diogenes of Oenoanda

"Now, since the remedies of the inscription reach a larger number of people, | wished to use
this stoa to advertise publicly the medicines that bring salvation. These medicines we have put
fully to the test; for we have dispelled the fears that grip us without justification, and, as for
pains, those that are groundless we have completely excised, while those that are natural we
have reduced to an absolute minimum, making their magnitude minute."

As a Roman-era evangelist of Epicureanism, Diogenes is second only to Lucretius in the scale of
his ambition; but where the latter drew on his experience of nature to compose an intricate
poem in the small hours by candlelight, the former staked out the contours of his project in the
public square, hiring stonemasons to carve his inscription into a wall of rock.
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