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Post by “Cassius” of July 12, 2023 at 5:40 PM

Quote from TauPhi

| strongly disagree with this statement. It's not our bodies, our bones nor our atoms.
'Our' ceases to exist the moment we die. Our death is nothing to us because we can't
experience it.

Quote from Cassius

We can't modify the text to suit our liking, but explanations are helpful. Even if we end
up just talking about explanations, is the issue under discussion "the state that our
individual personalities are in after our bodies die"? Is it the definition of "us" that
needs to be made clear?

| think we are in agreement that the definition of "us" or "our" is where the issue lies. But on the
other hand that is not the angle from which this statement appears to be written, as if Epicurus
had chosen to the sentence could easily have made that point itself.

We don't know the context of how this list or document was assembled, and it seems very
possible that the form we have it in is not a final draft from the pen of Epicurus himself.

The considerations that Nate is mentioning are very true and Epicurus was certainly aware of
them as we all are. We don't know the context or the target audience for this particular form, so
we're left to guess about that.

So as usual it is good for us both to flesh out these considerations, while at the same time do
the best we can to make sure that the translation is primarily literal but also uses word choices
(where more than one can be justified) that seems most likely to match the intent.

All of these posts are very good points.
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