Marcus Encolpus’' Tomb Inscription

Post by “Bryan” of July 7, 2023 at 6:47 PM

Good stuff guys. The Greek looks something like

"Ur) Hov MapPEABNC TO énlypaupa, 66omdps,

AAAQ oTaBelg dKove Kol paBwv drL.

00K £0TL €v Abov mAolv, oL ToPBUELE X&pwvy,

00K Alakoc kAelbodyoc, obxl KépBeAoC KOWV.

NUElC 6& MAVTeC ol KATW TEBVNKATEC

00TéN TEQPPQ YEYOVAUEY, BAAO BE 00LOE EVv.

elpnkd oot 6pBKC. baye, 6doumdpe,

MR Kal TeBvakwe dbéAeayx6c ool pavQ.

[UR HOpa, un oTepdvoug oTHAAN xapion AlBog éotiv.]
pNdE TO MOp PAEEELG. (G KEVOV 1) amdvn.

Covtl oy, €l TL Exelg, uetddoc. Téppav 6& ueBOOKWY
TNAOV Mol oELC Kol OUK 6 Bavwv TieTal.

To0To £oopaL yap éyw, ob 6& ToOTOLC YAV EMXWOac.

einé. 8TL 00K GV AVv. ToDTO MAAY yéyova."

Which is something like "Do not pass by my epitaph, traveler, but stand and listen. But, having
learned, depart. There is no boat in Hades, no ferryman Charon, no key-bearer Aeacus, no
Cerberus. We have all become ashes, bones of the dead below, and there is no other way. |
have spoken rightly to you. Now go on! Traveler- do not let me, who has died, appear to you as
a ghost. Please refrain from presenting fragrances or sending floral arrangements. This is just
stone. Do not kindle the fire. It is a waste of effort. Give what you have to the living. For the
dead, mixing ashes with clay will suffice, and the dead do not drink. Having returned to the
earth, this is what | will be to you. Tell them: 'He who did not exist, came into being - (then) he

went back!""
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