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And of course Lucretius, who starts his poem by asking Venus for the blessings of peace:

Quote

Pour from those lips soft syllables to win

Peace for the Romans, glorious Lady, peace!

For in a season troublous to the state

Neither may I attend this task of mine

With thought untroubled, nor mid such events

The illustrious scion of the Memmian house

Neglect the civic cause.
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If Lucretius did die in 50 B.C. or just before that, then he narrowly escaped the seismic and
bloody Roman Civil Wars of the 1st and 2nd triumvirates, 49-44 B.C.

In retrospect his plaintive call for peace on the eve of bitter war begins to assume dramatic and
even tragic proportions.
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