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Thoreau on the subject:

Quote

Yet the New Testament treats of man and man’s so-called spiritual affairs too
exclusively, and is too constantly moral and personal, to alone content me, who am not
interested solely in man’s religious or moral nature, or in man even. I have not the
most definite designs on the future. Absolutely speaking, Do unto others as you would
that they should do unto you, is by no means a golden rule, but the best of current
silver. An honest man would have but little occasion for it. It is golden not to have any
rule at all in such a case. The book has never been written which is to be accepted
without any allowance.
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