Best Way to Introduce Teachings?

Post by “Cassius” of March 15, 2019 at 10:44 PM

OK those are good quotes from Bentham on pleasure and pain. Do you know how he then
reaches "greatest good for greatest number" from that, however? | am not aware of a way to
do that other than reference to some Ideal which i think Epicurus would say does not exist,
because strictly speaking there are many people whom we have no contact with, or are even
our enemies, such that what is good for the "greatest number" would have no necessary
relationship to us purely on the basis of number.

As to this:

Quote from Daniel Van Orman

"all truth is something that is 'true to us' or 'true to a normal human being in those
same circumstances."

| absolutely agree. | believe this is called "universality"? The mormons call it "eternal
truth" - a truth which is eternally true, no matter the circumstance, time, etc.

| do not think your conclusion there is correct, and in fact it would be quite the opposite. | think
Epicurus' point is that there is NO "eternal truth" apart from the nature / properties of the
atoms, so "universal truth" that is true for everyone at all times is an impossibility, especially in
the field of ethics.

However | am not sure we are together. Do you agree with what | have said in this post about
there being NO eternal truth (especially in ethics) or no?
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