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Post by “Cassius” of June 29, 2023 at 2:58 PM

Right - this is part of why the accusation that Epicurus was a believer in "gods" because he
didn't want to be prosecuted like Socrates falls flat. Virtually every aspect of Epicurean
philosophy is controversial and goes directly against the grain of establishment society.
Epicurus had to know and to accept that he was launching a life of controversy for himself and
for his associated philosophers. It would have been much easier to say "Well | respectfully
disagree with Plato in some minor ways, but we're all one big happy family so let's all get along
and drink some wine."

He didn't do that, and | don't think that anyone who seriously accepts the viewpoint that life is
short and nothingness is ahead of us for eternity would for a second want to hurry up the
arrival of that nothingness except in extreme circumstances (giving up oneself for the life of a
friend, for example). We aren't put here by some malevolent god or universe for the purpose of
suffering, we are here to do our best to pursue "pleasure" while we can.

Quote from Don

For example, if | ever found myself in a foxhole, | would want a commanding officer
who approached the mission with a clear eye and calm mind rather than some
screaming, yelling lieutenant.

And as to that statement by Don | would amplify it, and say that those of us who accept the key
tenets of the Epicurean worldview are in a foxhole, metaphorically speaking. Every direction
you turn the voices are there to tell you to "give up" and "give in" because the fight can't be
won.

Epicurus didn't "give up" or "give in" and those of us who are actively engaged should likewise
"approach the mission with a clear eye and calm mind!" ~
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