Epicureans and the Ancient Greek Gods (Imagery of
"Gods" / "Gods Among Men")

Post by “Clive” of March 15, 2019 at 7:31 AM

| think | agree with elli.

Re;- "These deities are described in the Theogony and Metamorphosis as having identical
emotions as mortal beings". Surely that is because some of them are personifications of natural
psychological forces, isn't it? Others may also be personifications of natural physical forces,
such as storms and earthquakes (Poseidon). As we know, now, the emotions are mediated by
the limbic system, which evolved before the cortex, in order to preserve cellular homeostasis.
Of course, Hesiod, Ovid, or Epicurus, couldn't have known about Darwinian evolution or
homeostasis because the systematic study of biology only really got started with Aristotle.

We don't have to worship the gods, we don't need to be afraid of them, and we don't have to
agree with Hesiod (or even Ovid) about our general approach to life, but we should recognise
that these emotions exist, and we need to deal with them through art, as well as through
science and philosophy.
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