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I truly and sincerely don't understand the knots into which we tie ourselves in these discussions
about the "greatest good," the summum bonum, the telos, etc. To me it's simple and clear as
day:

All those terms simply mean "What motivates your actions when you keep asking why you do
what you do?" Epicurus answered, correctly in my opinion, pleasure. Pleasure, both in the short
term and the long term, motivates all our actions. Full stop. Stoics answered virtue. Epicurus
could come back with, why do you act virtuously... Because it brings you pleasure!

All the to'ing and fro'ing befuddles me to no end.
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