Summum bonum (Atheist & Bishop podcast)

Post by “Cassius” of June 24, 2023 at 7:13 PM

Quote from Don

I'd say by definition that feeling hungry is pain because it's not pleasure to feel hungry

| doubt there is a way to be sure of this question but for example sitting at dinner for
thanksgiving and looking forward to the meal might be something | would consider to be a type
of hunger that is pleasure.

However the big point to me is not to get lost in what | see as a detail in application, but to
address the reason you posted the thread in the first place.

In the world of people who ask why about the world everyone is going to meet these pointy
headed or religious intellectuals who reduce everything to an "uncaused cause" and say that it
is a Prime Mover or a God or an Ideal Form, and an Epicurean has to be prepared to push back
and call BS and say that there is no reason for such a fantasy, because "nothing comes from
nothing" and the rest of the Epicurean physics and Epistemology established with confidence
that the universe had no beginning or cause outside itself.

And within that natural universe using the same techniques of observation and reason we
conclude that the feeling of pleasure is the positive guide which takes the places of gods or
idealism. And if you are the type of person who cares about their logical arguments that
pleasure can never be satisfied or completed, then you have Epicurus' explanation that the
proper view of pleasure included all types of pain free mental and physical action.

You can then analogize the satisfied and complete life of pleasure as a mechanical engine
operating in top condition and performance operating frictionlessly, or a fat and sleek and well
kept hog rolling in the mud, or whatever analogy strikes your fancy, so long as it is an analogy
of something operating in a healthy way and at peak capacity and without pain.

If you don't have that "healthy operation" analogy as a part of pleasure, then these priests and
philosophers will ultimately convince you that Epicurus missed something when you get old or
otherwise lose interest in stimulating excitement (sex drugs and rock and roll) .

But with pleasure viewed in this way the intellectual BS can be beat back and shown to be just
the kind of manipulation that Lucretius described it as being in book one of the poem.

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3141-summum-bonum-atheist-bishop-
podcast/?postiID=24694#post24694 1



https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3141-summum-bonum-atheist-bishop-podcast/?postID=24693#post24693
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3141-summum-bonum-atheist-bishop-podcast/?postID=24694#post24694
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3141-summum-bonum-atheist-bishop-podcast/?postID=24694#post24694

