Summum bonum (Atheist & Bishop podcast)

Post by “Cassius” of June 24, 2023 at 3:19 PM

Yes the question is best viewed in terms of Don's original formulation
Quote from Don

Which is why | balk at Dewitt's "life is the greatest good" because it seems a tautology
to answer why | do something as "because I'm alive."

| see this (I am going to pursue life actively because | am alive) as at the same level of analysis
as saying that all animals at birth before they are corrupted pursue pleasure and avoid pain.
We are making a generalization and deducing a goal from the fact that all living things are born
that way, and while we live and are healthy our natural goal is to continue that way in a state of
pleasure. And | really don't know that | think that natural cycles of developing natural and
ordinary degrees of hunger or thirst should be considered to be "pain.". Seems to me that these
are aspects of normal functioning and only situations where abnormal hunger or thirst develops
would really be considered "painful.". That goes along with our earlier discussions where some
argue that not every unfulfilled desire is a matter of pain.
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