Does the philosophy change you?

Post by “Don” of June 16, 2023 at 9:43 AM

Quote from Kalosyni

Quote from Kalosyni

And then remember to ask yourself: "What will happen to me if | get this or do
this?, and what will happen to me if | don't get this or don't do this?"

Just wanted to add... when you ask this of yourself, also consider the wider circle of
people around you, remembering that what you do will bring consequences for others
as well, and any harm done to them will evoke some kind of reaction, breakdown of
friendship, or retribution. (Ultimately the best way of functioning would be "post-
conventional moral reasoning").

Good points, Kalosyni. I'd offer some emphases to your statement: "what you do will bring
consequences for others as well, and any harm done to them will evoke some kind of reaction"
towards you, "breakdown of" your "friendship, or retribution" towards you! We do not exist in a
vacuum. One of the things that flows from having responsibility for our choices and rejections is
that we need to weigh the consequences to ourselves. I'm not saying that others' concerns are
more important than our feelings. I'm saying that our feelings are inextricably linked to our
interactions with others. Our well-being is caught up in social interactions of all kinds. We need
to be cognizant of how we can provide ourselves with the best social interactions we can have
to provide ourselves with the most pleasurable life. If we lie, cheat, steal, belittle or even just
disregard others, our lives will be less secure and thus most likely less pleasurable. Epicurus's
observation is of great importance: "a pleasurable life does not exist without the traits of
wisdom, morality, and justice; nor do the traits of wisdom, morality, and justice without
pleasure: because the virtues grow together with a pleasurable life and the pleasurable life is
inseparable from these."
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