
Porphyry - Letter to Marcella -"Vain Is the Word of
the Philosopher..."
Post by “Cassius” of June 13, 2023 at 12:50 PM

The passage immediately before:

Quote

Every disturbance and unprofitable desire is removed by the love of true philosophy.
Vain is the word of that philosopher who can ease no mortal trouble. As there is no
profit in the physician's art unless it cure the diseases of the body, so there is none in
philosophy, unless it expel the |50 troubles of the soul. These and other like commands
are laid on us by the law of our nature.

Would Epicurus go so far as to say that?

Clearly, before the passages right in the section starting at 29, there is a LOT of Platonist /
religionist inspiration that is incompatible with Epicurus, so you have to wonder even where the
lines are closest to Epicurus whether there are other influences on the wording chosen.
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