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Post by “Cassius” of June 13, 2023 at 6:18 AM

Well I did not intend to start another text deep dive, and we can give credit to EricR for this. But
this does indeed call for caution as to Usener. I've never really known anything about Usener
himself or his opinions about Epicurus, so maybe we need to look into his own views as an
indicator of his reliability as well.

I seem to remember that there are other issues in that letter to Marcella as well that have
caused me to be cautious, so maybe this thread will be productive to review both Usener and
the letter.

Edit; A quick scan back over the link in my first post leads me toward the view that Porphyry
was a strict Neo-Platonist (as the title of the article indicates). I can't recall now what we've said
about this letter in the past but I could see coming to the conclusion that any resemblance to
Epicurus is coincidental at best.
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