
Porphyry - Letter to Marcella -"Vain Is the Word of
the Philosopher..."
Post by “Don” of June 12, 2023 at 10:32 PM

Here's the entry in Stobaeus' Florilegium, 82.6 (lxxxii, 6; ΠΒ'.6) that clearly attributes the saying
to Pythagoras (Πυθαγόρου ) and cites Porphyry's letter to Marcella.

Ioannis Stobaei Florilegium, recognovit Augustus Meineke ... v.0003.

Well, this is all a bit disturbing  It appears Usener was *assuming* that Porphyry's
unattributed quote was Epicurus and not Pythagoras?? On the basis that it "sounded"
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something Epicurus would have said??

PS: Honestly, this makes me skeptical of any Usener fragment not specifically citing Epicurus,
the Epicureans, Philodemus, or a similar reference within the ancient text. For example,

This is fine:

[ U380 ]

Aetius, Doxography, I.29.6 [p. 326 Diels] (Plutarch, I.29.2; Stobaeus Anthology, Physics 7.9):
Epicurus says that chance is a cause which is uncertain with respect to persons, times, and
places.

But this now??

[ U533 ]

Uncertain Epicurean Author, Vol. Herc. 2, VII.21 col. XXVIII: The chief of all goods, even if there
weren’t any other, is that by which he who possesses it advances toward virtue.

So who knows who wrote U533 and yet it's included in his Epicurea!

By Zeus! I don't know what to believe now!
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