Letter to Menoikeus translation by Peter Saint-Andre

Post by “Elli” of June 7, 2023 at 11:07 AM

From Aristotle on his treatise "for animals": "Of molluscs the sepia is the most
mavovpylotatov (that means the most: clever, invetive, ingenious, and resourseful) only
species that employs its dark liquid for the sake of concealment".

The words as "mepuAdng/mavovpyog, moAbTponog & moAvurixoavoc" were the characteristics for
Odysseus by Homer, that means the ingenious, invetive, and resoursful. So, Epicurus for greeks
could be considered invetive like a sepia, and like the man Odysseus, or as the english say : "a
sly old fox" (?)

In this passage from LTM Epicurus writes a letter (only to one person Menoeceus) but in the
same time he is throwing his dark liquid - ink- to all of his rivals and leaving them aside, like a
sepia. And they, as ignorants, think that he speaks about "the sexual enjoyments" and the like.
Actually the fact is that Epicurus speaks for them so disparagingly and called them all as
"profligates" that means also "frauds" and "dishonests".

Epicurus is not an ideologue and a dreamer that wants to be the leader of crowds and the mobs
for leading people to a revolution with blood and strife. Epicurus is invetive on how to blind that
great monster called as Polyphymus.

For this, Epicurus is adressed to each person one by one exhortating how to live free and be the
real master of him/herself in every era. Epicurus hits slowly like the sea water on the rock that
has the power to tranform the shape of rock, and in every era.

In this phrase, it is like hearing him: Hey, hypocrites, when we say pleasure we do not speaking
of what you have in your mind and what you are doing all the time and this is the reason that

yOu accuse us epicureans. -
P.S1. And even that great DeWitt did not take a clue what Epicurus point out in this passage.

Bravo Don that is a really good catch that is done by you on the translations. You
make me so happy!

PS2 And now, this good catch has to become known to our greek epicurean friends.

- Dear Greek epicurean friends, what does Epicurus mean with the phrase "enjoyments with
paides and women"? HA =
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