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More on the same topic as background, Daniel:

It's no simple coincidence that my icon is a Roman soldier putting on a helmet. I consider the
rivalries and disputes between the philosophies and intellectual war, and I firmly believe that
not everyone in the world has the best interests of Epicureans at heart. I think people like
Cicero and Plutarch did everything they could, while maintaining their credibility, to place
Epicurean philosophy in a bad light. I think the great majority of commentators since then have
done the same, because they deeply disapprove of Epicurus.

That means that we have to take a fresh look at EVERYTHING, and accept none of the
commentary (and even many of the translations) at face value. I don't think I would be here in
the forum today, or even interested in Epicurus at all, if I had not come across the Norman
DeWitt book that I promote so much, and seen how Epicurus stands apart and reacted against
the earlier Greeks like Plato and Aristotle. There are so many modern presumptions about
Epicurus (ie the interpretation of "absence of pain"!!!) that seem so wrong when viewed
through the DeWitt perspective, that like I said it's necessary to start from scratch to really
scrutinize what Epicurus really taught.

If you're read any of the DeWitt book you probably know what I mean, if you haven't yet, I urge
you to take a look at it, because his perspective is truly different from OKeefe and Warren and
most modern perspectives.
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