Episode 176 - "Epicurus And His Philosophy" Part 28
- Chapter 12 - The New Hedonism 05

Post by “Cassius” of June 1, 2023 at 9:29 PM

Martin:

Can you help me figure out if there is a more "symbolic" way (algebra or whatever, with
symbols) to express the following:

Let the universe be A and B and nothing else.

Let A be defined as the opposite of / negation of B with no ability to combine the two.
(1) Therefore absence of A =B

(2) Therefore absence of B = A

For any universe composed of only A and B and nothing else:

(1)The maximum A is the absence of B.

(2) The maximum B is the absence of A.

(3) In the absence of A and B there is nothing.

Obviously | would eventually substitute pleasure and pain for A and B, but it seems to me that
the "dogmatism" of Torquatus in taking the firm positions that he does is best expressed by
identifying that he is treating the issue as a logical construct such as this, which derives itself
from the basic conclusion that pain and pleasure are the only feelings, as stated (if | recall) in
the letter to Herodotus and amplified in PD3.
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