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I am seeing a clear parallel between this sparring over three states or two with the similar
definition issue of the nature of the Gods.

I share Epicurus' view of the true nature of both, but I also accept the fact of life that Cicero is
right that the vast majority of normal people do not speak that way, either as to pleasure or as
to gods.

And I have to admit that in Book 2 Cicero states a powerful case that it is Epicurus who is doing
violence to normal terminology.

So as an advocate for Epicurus I am continuing to look for a way to address this terminology
issue in a way that seems persuasive. I am convinced he and we are right, but being right on
who had the green light still can leave you quite dead and on the losing end of a personal injury
lawsuit 

So I don't see this primarily as a question of fact either as to gods or as to two states, but as a
question of how to deal, when we are in a small minority, that it is we who are saying that the
"standard definition" is wrong.

Dewitt addresses this when he says that the human race would be better off for adopting
Epicurus' definitions, but I am not sure we yet have articulated a path from where we are to
where we want to be.

So I think that direction - finding new was to explain both the facts and the terminology very
clearly and persuasively with wit and wisdom - is the way forward.
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