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Thanks Don. As i said i left some of the discussion in the podcast, and it will be interesting to
hear what other people think.

At the moment I am thinking that since the theme of the section revolves around the possibility
of continuous pleasure / happiness, and that Epicurus' opponents would have wanted to argue
that happiness is not possible while being tortured, and that the imagery is intended to stress
that point - that continuous happiness is NOT possible in life due to events such as torture (and
no doubt other much lesser pains). Thus to the effect that 'happiness" cannot accompany the
victim as he walks up the scaffold to the torture/execution. That somewhere along the way
happiness leaves the victim while he is still alive, and thus they seek to prove their argument
that happiness/pleasure cannot be continuously present in life.

That interpretation would seem consistent with the importance that these guys attached to
Epicurus contention (and to their intense desire to refute it) that continuous pleasure is
possible.

But i will be very interested to hear what others think.
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