Episode 176 - "Epicurus And His Philosophy" Part 28
- Chapter 12 - The New Hedonism 05

Post by “Cassius” of June 1, 2023 at 7:31 AM

Closing in (hopefully) in completing editing of this episode, | am going to cut out a lengthy
tangent in which we tried (pretty unsuccessfully) to decode Cicero's statement in Tusculun
Disputations 5.9.24-25 (attributed to Theophrastus, | think?) to the effect that:

"the happy life cannot mount the scaffold to the wheel"

Rather than delete it entirely, however, | want to preserve it here, because DeWitt mentions it
in this section and it would probably be a good idea to get a grip on the meaning.

EDIT - | am going to leave some of it in. | think Joshua comes up with the right interpretation,
that the issue is that of mounting the steps to one's execution, to which we can attach the first
part -- that Theophrastus may be alleging that the "happy man" cannot continue to be happy
when he is undergoing execution. Perhaps.
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