Episode 176 - "Epicurus And His Philosophy" Part 28
- Chapter 12 - The New Hedonism 05

Post by “Cassius” of May 28, 2023 at 1:59 PM

| think a lot of More's problem can be traced back, and thus met head on, by identifying that his
argument rest on an absolutist viewpoint:

Quote

Into such paradoxical combinations and antagonisms we are driven as soon as we try
to shun the simple truth that good is good and evil is evil, each in its own right and
judged by its immediate effect in the soul.

And yet never in this argument does he identify what the good is, or what the evil is, other than
hint that it exists somewhere and that Epicurus is a fool for not realizing it. Probably the rest of
the book includes something that would tell us whether More is a skeptic, and maintains that
good and evil really don't exist at all, or (more likely) that he places knowledge of them in
religion or in "logic," but as | see it that's the basic issue. Epicurus is honest enough to go with
allowing Nature to be the judge of this through the feelings of pleasure and pain. More has
some other and allegedly higher point of reference, for the existence of which | personally (and
| think Epicurus) see no good evidence for believing in.
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