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Quote from Cassius

None of this, however, is as strong as the testimony of Cicero,[4] who claims that
Hegesias wrote a book called Death by Starvation (Greek: ἀποκαρτερῶν), in which a
man who has resolved to starve himself is introduced as representing to his friends that
death is actually more to be desired than life, and that the gloomy descriptions of
human misery which this work contained were so overpowering that they inspired
many people to kill themselves, in consequence of which the author received the
surname of Death-persuader (Peisithanatos). The book was said to have been published
at Alexandria, where he was, in consequence, forbidden to teach by king Ptolemy II
Philadelphus (285–246 BC).

Interesting, how the same questions and views appear throughout history again and again.

Have you ever heard of the Werther effect or Copycat suicide? Or the letters of/to Ana
(Anorexia nervosa)? The novel by Goethe was also forbidden to be sold in several countries, as
websites promoting ATTE (Ana till the end) are banned today.
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