The Importance Of The Perfect Not Being Allowed To
Be The Enemy of The Good

Post by “Cassius” of May 19, 2023 at 6:42 AM

Quote from Don

No. No, no, no.

Once again as | see it we have a perspective issue, in which | placed "greatest good" in scare
quotes in extension of the way that Godrey and | are discussing it as an ideal form, while you
also rightfully bring back the point that there is another perspective in human feeling where it is
essential and vital that we do consider it to be real.

My view is that *both* observations have to be made (the "greatest good" does not exist as an
ideal form but does exist as a feeling which is our guide), and we have to be flexible enough to
keep both in mind at the same time. Only then can we both understand where Plato and friends
go wrong, while at the same time understand where Epicurus gets it right.

If we don't understand that *both* perspectives are important for us to understand then | don't
think we ever get on top of these issues with enough confidence to deal with the Platonic
arguments that undercut Philebus and the whole attack against "pleasure" as the greatest
good. From the ideal perspective we have to see that Platonically the "greatest good" doesn't
exist any more than does a line with no width, but from the real world perspective it does exist
in our focusing of our mind on an intelligible guide.

| would like to think that we could dispense with this argument and simply talk about pleasure
in "realistic" terms, but we don't live in such a world and given the way it has developed for
2000 years we - at least we in our lifetimes - in all likelihood never will.
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