Cyreniacism Gone Wrong - "Hegesias the Death

Persuader"

What is it, then, that you ask? I will tell you, said I, and
that for the sake of learning rather than of finding fault with
either you or Epicurus. I too, said he, should be more
desirous to learn of you, if you can impart anything worth
learning, than to find fault with you.

Well, then, said I, you are aware of what Hieromymus' of
Rhodes says is the chief good, to which he thinks that every-
thing ought to be referred? I know, said he, that he thinks
that the great end is freedom from pain. Well, what are his
sentiments respecting pleasure? He affirms, he replied, that
it is not to be sought for its own sake ; for he thinks that
rejoicing is one thing, and being free from pain another.
And indeed, continued he, he is in this point greatly mistaken,
for, as I proved a little while ago, the end of increasing
pleasure is the removal of all pain. I will examine, said I,
presently, what the meaning of the expression, freedom from
pain, is ; but unless you are very obstinate, you must admit
that pleasure is a perfectly distinet thing from mere freedom
from pain. You will, however, said he, find that I am
obstinate in this ; for nothing can be more real than the
identity between the two. Is there, now, said I, any pleasure
felt by a thirsty man in drinking? Who can deny it? said
he. Isit, asked I, the same pleasure that he feels after his
thirst is extinguished? It is, replied he, another kind of
pleasure ; for the state of extinguished thirst has in it a
certain stability of pleasure, but the pleasure of extinguishing
it is pleasure in motion. Why, then, said I, do you call
things so unlike one another by the same name? Do not
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These seem to me to be the kinds of errors that people run into when they fail to appreciate
how Epicurean physics and Epicurean canonics steers you to a reasonable conclusion about
how to deal with guides and goals of life. Cicero is doing us a favor by showing us how

contrasting these different views helps to sort them out.
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Thanks for the detailed post Titus. Here are my thoughts:

| very much agree with that. It seems to me that most of the people whose interpretations | find
reason to criticize focus almost exclusively on one aspect (most frequently, the letter to
Meoneceus) and act as if the epistemology and physics are irrelevant. In a nearby (in time)
thread | think we see an example of that in an American philosopher (Pierce) who embraces

one aspect of Epicurus to support his own views, but rejects the...
I

Cassius
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