How has the word epicurean come to mean excess?

Post by “Cassius” of May 14, 2023 at 4:33 PM

Quote from ThinkingCat

| do know that Epicureans believed in gods who had put things in motion but then
removed themselves from our affairs and sat completely detached from humans

I am sure others will chime in but if by "things" you mean the entire universe, then this is not
correct -- that is the "deist" view but not the Epicurean view. In the Epicurean view the universe
is eternal and was never created by any gods or other supernatural forces. In whole and in total
(not particular planets or solar systems or galaxies, but truly 'in whole') the universe has always
existed and always will exist. That is why the phrases "nothing from nothing" and "nothing to
nothing" are so foundational.

As far as the rest of your paragraph yes that would be correct. There is absolutely no
"supernatural" dimension -- no heaven, no hell, no afterlife of any kind.
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