PDOl1 - Gratitude and Weakness (Especially In
Relation to the Gods)

Post by “Cassius” of May 14, 2023 at 4:31 PM

| want to add a comment/question that occurs to me because of the podcast that we recorded
today:

| think most of us would agree that it is healthy functioning for the human body to feel pain
when it is exposed to something painful.

So the question is: Should we view the Epicurean gods (real OR ideal, either way), as being
painless because they are *incapable* of feeling pain, or because they have so arranged their
affairs and circumstances that they are never exposed to anything that is painful?

| ask because this might have a relationship to the original question of the gods feeling
gratitude. Are they capable of feeling gratitude but do not because they have nothing outside
themselves to be grateful for? Are they not grateful for their companionship with their
companion gods?

I am thinking the answer would be that the gods are capable of feeling pain, but do not because
they have so arranged their affairs so as never to be exposed to it, and in that way of looking at
things they would serve as a model for we as humans to also in our own ways arrange our
affairs.

But again the usefulness of this at the extreme may be more of a logic game than anything
else. It seems obvious that we all, at whatever stage of development, wish to arrange our
affairs so as to have no need to experience unnecessary or "un-worthwhile" pain.
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