
How has the word epicurean come to mean excess?
Post by “Don” of May 13, 2023 at 6:23 PM

Quote from Nate

To be fair, Hedonists (albeit Cyrenaics, or Epicureans, or others) have always been
accused of excess by their philosophical and religious opponents.

And it appears it wasn't even just philosophical opponents. It appears that the "Epicurean" as
cook or gourmand was even a familiar trope in New Comedy. There are "contemporary or near-
contemporary [to the life of Epicurus] depictions of Epicureans, considering at length the
buffoonish chef, a stock character in the New Comedy often depicted as an Epicurean to
lambaste sensual pleasure and lack of self-control." Source
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Ancient Greek comedy - Wikipedia
en.wikipedia.org
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