
PD01 - Gratitude and Weakness (Especially In
Relation to the Gods)
Post by “TauPhi” of May 10, 2023 at 7:31 AM

Quote from Cassius

Tau Phi just for background I am curious as to how many of the texts you have
reviewed in this. Have you gone into the Dirk Obbirk (sp?) material in On Piety as well
as the Velleius section of "On the Nature of the Gods"? I really haven't done an
exhaustive review of what is out there. Have you done that because just having a list of
things to check would be helpful to people studying this.

Cassius I'm afraid I'm going to leave you a bit disappointed regarding sources for my previous
entry. I based my views on books by Polish author called Adam Krokiewicz. He was a university
professor who published several works on ancient Greek philosophy including two books on
Epicurus. The first one was called 'Nauka Epikura' (transl.: Teachings of Epicurus) published in
1929 and the second one called 'Hedonism Epikura' (transl.: Hedonism of Epicurus) published in
1960. He was Polish equivalent of Cyril Bailey, more or less. I don't believe these books were
ever translated into English. If there are any Polish speaking members here, I can refer you to
the second book (pages 172-194) for discussion on the nature of gods.

Not to leave you completely disappointed Cassius , I list below main sources Adam Krokiewicz
quotes in his discussion on the nature of gods (I didn't study these myself):

Cicero - De Natura Deorum

The scholia attached to PD01 (also mentioned by Don above)

Philodemos On the Gods

Sextus Empiricus - Adversus Mathematicos IX

W. Scott - The Physical Constitution of the Epicurean Gods - Journal of Philology XII 1883, p.219

Don I appreciate your addition of grist in this mill. I like the idea of infinite, individual and mortal
gods vs eternal eidola of blessed beings because it's the best idea I found that is consistent
with Epicurean physics (atomism), epistemology (eidola) and ethics (blessedness) at the same
time.

I don't particularly like to talk about gods in general as I almost always feel like a blind man
talking about the beauty of yesterday sunset but I'll add one more thing that I came up with on
that topic. It's just my personal opinion and may be as accurate as the description of that

1
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3048-pd01-gratitude-and-weakness-especially-in-relation-to-the-
gods/?postID=23832#post23832

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3048-gratitude-and-weakness/?postID=23822#post23822
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/wcf/user/1-cassius/
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/wcf/user/1-cassius/
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/wcf/lexicon/entry/12-pd01/
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/wcf/user/311-don/
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/wcf/lexicon/entry/8-epicurean-gods/
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/wcf/user/311-don/
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3048-pd01-gratitude-and-weakness-especially-in-relation-to-the-gods/?postID=23832#post23832
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/3048-pd01-gratitude-and-weakness-especially-in-relation-to-the-gods/?postID=23832#post23832


sunset, though.

I like to think that human perception of Epicurean gods is similar to our perception of rainbows.
Please mind I don't equate rainbows to gods. Rainbows aren't sentient and are perceived by us
by the sense of vision whereas Epicurean gods are sentient and experienced directly by our
minds through eidola. I'm just trying to show the essence of these perceptions.

So are rainbows real? They are because we can see them. At the same time they are just
refraction of light in water droplets. We can admire their beauty briefly if the conditions are
right. Rainbows like Epicurean gods cannot, however, influence anything. Individual rainbows
are not immortal but we can be entirely sure that we'll observe rainbows for as long as light,
rain and the Earth exist. In that sense rainbows are immortal. Visual refraction of light in water
droplets are like mental perceptions of atomic layers of divine blessedness. If that makes any
sense.
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