
PD01 - Gratitude and Weakness (Especially In
Relation to the Gods)
Post by “Don” of May 9, 2023 at 11:05 PM

Quote from Joshua

1. Do not trouble about the gods, for the gods do not trouble about you.

I'm beginning to like @Joshua's interpretation. It also seems to correspond to the Letter of
Menoikeus section:

Quote from Letter to Menoikeus

So, they (i.e, the hoi polloi, "the many") believe the greatest evils are brought to the
wicked from the gods as well as the greatest aid to the good, because the hoi polloi are
believing that the gods accept those who resemble themselves who are similar through
all excellences and goodness; all those not of their sort are strange and alien.

But this idea that the gods bestow evils and aid is a mistaken idea about the gods, according to
Epicurus. The gods are not swayed by prayer or sacrifice or ...gratitude to them.

PD01: Broken up:

Τὸ μακάριον καὶ ἄφθαρτον οὔτε αὐτὸ πράγματα ἔχει οὔτε ἄλλῳ παρέχει,

(singular) That which is blissful and immortal has no troubles itself, nor does it cause trouble for
others,

ὥστε οὔτε ὀργαῖς οὔτε χάρισι συνέχεται:

so that it is not affected by anger or gratitude (Saint-Andre)

ὥστε with the indicative, to express the actual result with emphasis.

συνέχεται (3rd person singular middle/passive indicative < συνέχομαι can mean (as far as I can
tell, anyone please correct me!) "afflicted with" but other connotations are impelled or
disturbed, constrained by, trapped.

So, if ὥστε introduces a "result" of that which is blessed/incorruptible not causing trouble to
itself or others... Wait, that sounds an awful lot like "neither harm nor be harmed." Hmm... Not
the same words as PD31, but similar sentiment?

ἐν ἀσθενεῖ γὰρ πᾶν τὸ τοιοῦτον.
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for all such things come about through weakness

More food for thought...
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