PDOl1 - Gratitude and Weakness (Especially In
Relation to the Gods)

Post by “Don” of May 7, 2023 at 10:21 PM

"One who is blessed/completely happy/blissful and imperishable/indestructible has no troubles
themself nor causes troubles for others; as a consequence, they are affected by neither anger
nor gratitude; because all this would be an indication of weakness/sickness/lack of strength."
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e weakness
e sickness
¢ moral weakness, depravity

Being affected by anger as a sickness or weakness makes sense, but why would being affected
by gratitude be a sign of weakness? In the Letter to Herodotus, Epicurus wrote (10.77) "For
troubles and anxieties and feelings of anger and partiality do not accord with bliss, but always
imply weakness and fear and dependence upon one's neighbours." This appears to
demonstrate that the negative aspects of anger or gratitude would be that it would show a lack
of self-reliance / avtdpkela. If we needed reassurance / affirmation from others and didn't just
do things because they were pleasurable, we're not truly living a blessed life.

I would answer yes to Cassius's sentiment when he says:

Quote from Cassius

a "god" would be so self-sufficient that it would never experience an emotion of
receiving something that it lacked previously?

PD1 refers to those who are incorruptible and completely blessed. So, we "mere" humans
should show gratitude.
We need to also take into account what Diogenes Laertius reports that:

[121] Two sorts of happiness can be conceived, the one the highest possible, such as the gods
enjoy, which cannot be augmented, the other admitting addition and subtraction of pleasures.

It seems there could easily be two standards when it comes to gratitude as well, one "such as
the gods enjoy" and one for the rest of us who should be thankful for our pleasures that we
experience.
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