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It seems anachronistic to re-contextualize Vatican Saying 41 in a Roman context. I have always
taken this pronouncement to be directed toward Epicurus' correspondents who were logistically
unable to relocate into the Garden. Unlike Noah's Ark, which apparently functioned like Mary
Poppins' carpet bag (finite geometric dimensions with infinite volume), the Garden had limited
space. Surely, "his friends who were so numerous that they could not be contained in whole
cities" could not all cohabitate with the Hegemon. The author's commentary seems to parrot
the criticism that it is impossible to live according to Epicurus' teachings.
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