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Godfrey --

I relate this issue in my mind with a passage I read years ago in section of Wikipedia which
criticized Cognitive Behavioral Therapy. I had to go back into the old versions to find this as it
seems to be no longer on the current page:

To be clear, I am not now talking about CBT in any substantive sense, I just want to echo a
criticism of ANY approach that it should first define and present what healthy normal human
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action looks like, and THEN present diagnosis and recommendations on how to proceed from
any existing current point to get to that goal.

Of course I think Epicurus does that - there are many passages remaining, and I feel sure there
were many more, about how healthy normal people should spend their time while alive. I do not
mean in the sense of recommendations as to careers or other specifics, but in the sense that
the underlying presumption of the Greek experience to which Epicurus is in agreement is that
one should live a normally active and healthy and full physical and mental life. I cannot imagine
that they thought that any healthy normal person would take their statements as a prescription
to go live in the proverbial cave on bread and water and stare at a candle.

Yet in the world we are in today it is my contention that the person who is normally educated
and acclimated to prevailing cultural and educational advice is apt to take just that approach
when hearing "the goal of life is the absence of pain." For two thousand years we've been
subjected to religious absurdities that imply that our treasure is in heaven or somewhere else
and that the best we can hope for is to shelter in place from pain while we wait for our
Redeemer to come pick us up. In this context it's just not a good idea to expect someone who
may be under the influence of such absurd views of the ideal state to take for granted that
"living without pain" really means LIVING without pain in normal and healthy human ways, and
not like a monk or a lama sitting cross-legged with palms up waiting to absorb the vibrations of
the universe (or some such thing).

It is our lot as modern fans of Epicurus that Epicurus has been lumped in with those who preach
quietism and pacifism and similar views, and that means that many people who come here, or
who are alert to seeing Epicurean discussion on facebook or the internet, may think that we too
here hold and promote such views.

And that presents an interesting environment in which we need to find ways to make very
clear, from the beginning, that the point of Epicurean philosophy is how to LIVE, and not how to
while away or time immobilized and fearing the next pin to drop while we wait for death to
deliver us to some better world and away from this one which is alleged to be fated to be nasty,
brutish and short.

If we aren't clear on why it is better that we have been born than that if we had not been born
at all, we haven't even started to understand how to live.

And so in answer to that criticism of CBT I underlined above -- I agree with it -- we need to be
sure we are being clear about the details of the goal that Epicurus was presuming - I would
argue - that we would all understand. That doesn't mean that we have to get involved in every
specific of life, but it means we need to find a way to be clear that living means enjoying life
fully and not ascetically.
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