The Definitive "Chrysippus' Hand Argument" Thread

Post by “Cassius” of April 20, 2023 at 6:15 AM

The issue could also be a ridiculous play on words and logic like Chrysippus was known for, but
if so that's exactly the kind of explanation we ought to try to understand. What is the logic of
the question?

XI. Now this philosopher used to delight in proposing questions of this sort. The person who reveals the
mysteries to the uninitiated commits a sin; the hierophant reveals them to the uninitiated; therefore the hierophant
commits sin? Another was, that which is not in the city, is also not in the house; but a well is not in the city,
therefore, there is not a well in the house. Another was, there is a certain head; that head you have not got; there is
then a head that you have not got; therefore, you have not got a head. Again, if a man is in Megara, he is not in
Athens; but there is a man in Megara, therefore, there is not a man in Athens. Again, if you say anything, what you
say comes out of your mouth; but you say “a waggon,” therefore a waggon comes out of your mouth. Another was,
if you have not lost a thing, you have it; but you have not lost horns; therefore, you have horns. Though some
attribute this sophism to Eubulides.
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