The Definitive "Chrysippus' Hand Argument" Thread

Post by “Cassius” of April 20, 2023 at 6:13 AM

| am surprised to find that there don't seem to be any academic articles devoted to this hand
question.

But maybe we need to be prepared to find a number of surprising things - such as that
Chrysippus is alleged to have died of laughter, and that he was extremely arrogant (the latter is

not surprising). This below from Diogenes Laertius (Yonge ™

V1. But at last, when Arcesilaus and Lacydes, as Sotion records in his eighth book, came to the Academy;, he joined them in the study of philosophy; from which
circumstance he got the habit of arguing for and against a custom, and discussed magnitudes and quantities, following the system of the Academics.

VII. Hermippus relates, that one day, when he was teaching in the Odeum, he was invited to a sacrifice by his pupils; and, that drinking some sweet unmixed
wine, he was seized with giddiness, and departed this life five days afterwards, when he had lived seventy-three years; dying in the hundred and forty-third
olympiad, as Apollodorus says in his Chronicles. And we have written an epigram on him:—

Chrysippus drank with open mouth some wine
Then became giddy, and so quickly died.

Too little reck'd he of the Porch's weal,

Or of his country’s, or of his own dear life;
And so descended to the realms of Hell.

But some people say that he died of a fit of immoderate laughter. For that seeing his ass eating figs, he told his old woman to give the ass some unmixed wine to
drink afterwards, and then laughed so violently that he died.

VIIL. He appears to have been a man of exceeding arrogance. Accordingly, though he wrote such numbers of books, he never dedicated one of them to any
sovereign. And he was contented with one single old woman, as Demetrius tells s, in his Peaple of the same Name. And when Ptolemy wrote to Cleanthes,
begging him either to come to him himself or to send him some ane, Sphzerus went to him, but Chrysippus slighted the invitation.
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