
Slider models of pleasure vs. pain
Post by “Cassius” of April 18, 2023 at 3:30 PM

Quote from Godfrey

At first blush that sounds quite good, but I'm beginning to wonder if, to some, that
might imply a limit that is the same for everybody. With all due respect to Diogenes,
would a better phrasing be "desires that outrun the limits fixed by one's nature"?

I agree that the standard is one's own circumstances and what Nature has provided in those
circumstances. There's no wider intent or absolute standard other than what nature has
provided. If you're from a family where everyone lives to 100 then you're reasonable in desiring
to live to 100. If you're from a family where everyone has physical issues that causes death at
30 then it's less likely to be a good bet to worry about living to 100.

So I agree, but I am not sure that it theoretically even makes sense to consider the implication
that you are questioning - maybe it should be so clear to us that Nature works through
particulars, and not through ideal patterns, that we should never use ideal patterns as a
starting point for consideration.
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