Slider models of pleasure vs. pain

Post by “Cassius” of April 17, 2023 at 6:41 PM

Relevant citations to incorporate in this analysis:

PD02. Death is nothing to us, for that which is dissolved is without sensation; and that which
lacks sensation is nothing to us.

PDO03. The limit of quantity in pleasures is the removal of all that is painful. Wherever pleasure
is present, as long as it is there, there is neither pain of body, nor of mind, nor of both at once."

PD18. The pleasure in the flesh is not increased when once the pain due to want is removed,
but is only varied: and the limit as regards pleasure in the mind is begotten by the reasoned
understanding of these very pleasures, and of the emotions akin to them, which used to cause
the greatest fear to the mind.

Diogenes Laertius Biography of Epicurus: "The internal sensations they say are two, pleasure
and pain, which occur to every living creature, and the one is akin to nature and the other alien:
by means of these two choice and avoidance are determined. "

Torquatus in On Ends:

"Moreover, seeing that if you deprive a man of his senses there is nothing left to him, it is
inevitable that nature herself should be the arbiter of what is in accord with or opposed to
nature. Now what facts does she grasp or with what facts is her decision to seek or avoid any
particular thing concerned, unless the facts of pleasure and pain?"

"[38] Therefore Epicurus refused to allow that there is any middle term between pain and
pleasure; what was thought by some to be a middle term, the absence of all pain, was not only
itself pleasure, but the highest pleasure possible. Surely any one who is conscious of his own
condition must needs be either in a state of pleasure or in a state of pain. Epicurus thinks that
the highest degree of pleasure is defined by the removal of all pain, so that pleasure may
afterwards exhibit diversities and differences but is incapable of increase or extension."

"[39] But actually at Athens, as my father used to tell me, when he wittily and humorously
ridiculed the Stoics, there is in the Ceramicus a statue of Chrysippus, sitting with his hand
extended, which hand indicates that he was fond of the following little argument: Does your
hand, being in its present condition, feel the lack of anything at all? Certainly of nothing. But if
pleasure were the supreme good, it would feel a lack. | agree. Pleasure then is not the supreme
good. My father used to say that even a statue would not talk in that way, if it had power of
speech. The inference is shrewd enough as against the Cyrenaics, but does not touch Epicurus.
For if the only pleasure were that which, as it were, tickles the senses, if | may say so, and
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attended by sweetness overfiows them and insinuates itself into them, neither the hand nor
any other member would be able to rest satisBBed with the absence of pain apart from a joyous
activity of pleasure. But if it is the highest pleasure, as Epicurus believes, to be in no pain, then
the B8rst admission, that the hand in its then existing condition felt no lack, was properly made
to you, Chrysippus, but the second improperly, | mean that it would have felt a lack had
pleasure been the supreme good. It would certainly feel no lack, and on this ground, that
anything which is cut off from the state of pain is in the state of pleasure.”

"Now we admit that mental pleasures and pains spring from bodily pleasures and pains; so |
allow what you alleged just now, that any of our school who differ from this opinion are out of
court; and indeed | see there are many such, but unskilled thinkers. | grant that although
mental pleasure brings us joy and mental pain brings us trouble, yet each feeling takes its rise
in the body and is dependent on the body, though it does not follow that the pleasures and
pains of the mind do not greatly surpass those of the body. With the body indeed we can
perceive only what is present to us at the moment, but with the mind the past and future also.
For granting that we feel just as great pain when our body is in pain, still mental pain may be
very greatly intensified if we imagine some everlasting and unbounded evil to be menacing us.
And we may apply the same argument to pleasure, so that it is increased by the absence of
such fears. [56] By this time so much at least is plain, that the intensest pleasure or the
intensest annoyance felt in the mind exerts more influence on the happiness or wretchedness
of life than either feeling, when present for an equal space of time in the body. We refuse to
believe, however, that when pleasure is removed, grief instantly ensues, excepting when
perchance pain has taken the place of the pleasure; but we think on the contrary that we
experience joy on the passing away of pains, even though none of that kind of pleasure which
stirs the senses has taken their place; and from this it may be understood how great a pleasure
it is to be without pain."

Diogenes of Oinoanda
Fragment 34:

Let us first discuss states, keeping an eye on the point that, when the emotions which disturb
the soul are removed, those which produce pleasure enter into it to take their place. Well, what
are the disturbing emotions? [They are] fears —of the gods, of death, and of [pains]— and,
besides [these], desires that [outrun] the limits fixed by nature. These are the roots of all evils,
and, [unless] we cut them off, [a multitude] of evils will grow [upon] us.

(I put that "desires that outrun the limits fixed by nature" in red not because it is related to the
current topic, but because that seems to me to be a good choice of words to describe
something we often struggle with as "neither natural nor necessary" or all sorts of other
adjectives." Seems to me that the factor that unites them all is that they "outrun the limits fixed
by nature.")
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