Epicurus' Rejection of "Reductionist Atomism" (And
The Related Issues of Skepticism and Determinism)

Post by “Cassius” of April 13, 2023 at 4:39 PM

I do not think it would be going too far to assert that in fighting against skepticism and
determinism Epicurus realized those doctrines ultimately deny the validity - the reality - of the
world revealed to us by our senses (and our feelings and prolepsis).

Since the world revealed to us by our senses / feelings / prolepsis is the only one we have, and
the only one we are ever going to have, few doctrines could be so destructive of human
happiness than these.

They can't be left in the category of "Too complicated - | don't know."

It seems to me that Epicurus was emphasizing that we should place them in the category of
"incorrect - wrong" - and that given the arguments we already have, no "waiting" is required for
us to consider those theories as invalid and harmful.

And as we mentioned in the most recent podcast, given how many times this issue is
hammered over and over in the letter to Menoeceus, in Lucretius, in Diogenes of Oinoanda, and
in other places in the texts we still have, it seems a reasonable conclusion that refutation of
determinism and skepticism deserves to be considered at the very core of Epicurean
philosophy.
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