Epicurus' Rejection of "Reductionist Atomism" (And
The Related Issues of Skepticism and Determinism)

Post by “Cassius” of April 13, 2023 at 1:48 PM
I was tracing down one of Sedley's footnotes as to Democritus and it appears that for citing

Democritus he is using a collection from Die Fragmente der Vorsokratiker. : Hermann Diels;
Walther Kranz :

Die Fragmente der Vorsokratiker. : Hermann Diels; Walther Kranz : Free Download, Borrow, and
Streaming : Internet Archive

Berlin : Weidmannsche Verlagsbuchhandlung, 1959-60.

archive.org

| haven't had time to see whether there is an English equivalent but it sure looks like this would
be a nice collection to find. Maybe there is a collection at Attalus.org.

The cite Sedley refers to is from that work at 68 B 7; cf. B 9, which Sedley implies contains
essentially this argument as self-refuting on skepticism:

"The argument is essentially that of J.B.S. HALDANE, Possible Worlds (London 1927), p. 209: «If
my mental processes are determined wholly by the motion of atoms in my brain, | have no
reason to suppose that my beliefs are true ... and hence | have no reason for supposing my
brain to be composed of atoms ». (I think it was Bob Sharples who first drew my attention to
this passage).”
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