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Post by “Godfrey” of April 5, 2023 at 9:30 PM

Well done discussing emergent properties: | kept wanting to raise my hand and say "what
about emergent properties!?" That seems to be the bridge between atomic scale and everyday
living scale, and | think that it goes beyond the leaf v stone example and applies more on the
level of consciousness. Which might make the smaller, lighter atoms involved in the swerve the
key bridge for Epicurus.

This idea also, in my mind, breaks any connection between determinism at the atomic level in
that | see emergent properties as potentially unpredictable.

The book Atomic Habits, by James Clear, is a book on habits and not philosophy. But to some
degree it addresses determinism by discussing that our habits are determined by our
environment. However, a key idea of the book is that we can take control of our habits by
modifying our environment.

Great podcast and | look forward to part 2!
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