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by certain characteristics which they develop (7-10). Atomic
make-up may be responsible for disorderly motion in their mind
atoms (10-11),*" but it does not follow that they cannot make
decisions which override those motions. One is reminded here
Lucretius’ insistence that even though the atomic composition
of the mind at birth determines an animal’s natural tem-
perament, nothing prevents our learning to overcome that tem-
perament.” Even the natural coward, Epicurus would say, can
use his rationality to learn courage.

Shortly after the lacuna, the relationship of ‘developments’
to the self’s responsibility is amplified. Implicitly, at birth we
are just atomic mechanisms. The self becomes responsible as
soon  as the animal develops a certain type of characteristic

#* Cf. text quoted in note 18 abowe. It is not clear what the hallmark of a
‘wild" animal is, but it is a good bet that the term covers the same ones as are
picked out in RS X000 as incapable of forming & social contract and hence beyond the
realm of justice and injustice. The comparison with RS 30007 (as also that with Lucre-
tios 11 251-93) supports my assumnption that [oa are the unspecified neuter subjeet.
CF. also P.M. Husy, The Epicureans, animals, and freswill, « Apeirons 3 (1969), pp.
17-1%,

3 Far anaother Epicun:an aPP-ca.l ta the m:an-idn:ntit}r of our conscious selves
with our constituent atoms, see Lucretius IIT 847.61,

* (Glenn Most has persuaded me thar it is more naroral to rake bdelimg (10) as
referring back 1o gdmg (8) than to aitiaw (10), as [ originally thought. (On the lat-
ter reading 10-12 would be making almost the same point as 18-20).

1 Luyer, II1 288-322.
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