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I did not realize that Evel Knievelsurvived all his jumps and lived to die of diabetes and
pulmonary fibrosis at age 69. So he apparently was prudently planning his jumps and thought it
to be worthwhile and did not have a death wish at all.

Now I wouldn't hold him up as a paragon of philosophy because his statements apparently tend
toward a view that people will interpret as Stoic:

But just as many people observe, including I think Emily Austin in her articles on Stoicism,
someone who thinks that "keeping your word" is a prime value is virtually indistinguishable in
reality from "I get great pleasure from knowing that I keep my word."

So I could see Evel Knievel as entirely Epicurean.

Especially since he apparently started framing things in terms of Christianity only at the end of
his life:

Not all of us are going to rank the pleasures of risk and danger as highly as Knievel did, but
since there is no absolute standard of how you *should* rank your pleasures, I would say
Epicurus would have no issue with Knievel's choices, at least on an abstract level.
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