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Post by “Cassius” of March 28, 2023 at 7:56 AM

That Sedley article I just linked looks like a very good basic text on Epicurus:

https://www.rep.routledge.com/articles/thematic/epicureanism/v-1

However in pointing to it I see that Sedley includes a stark version of the conclusion that I think
is most damaging to all who don't dig deeper - he carries the modern kinetic/katastematic
interpretation trend to its logical conclusion - that "THE PRIMARY AIM SHOULD BE THE
MINIMIZATION OF PAIN."

He writes that statement even though he started the same paragraph by writing "IN ETHICS,
PLEASURE IS THE ONE GOOD AND OUR INNATELY SOUGHT GOAL, TO WHICH ALL OTHER
VALUES ARE SUBORDINATED."
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This is very unfortunate terminology. The first underlined sentence is explicitly stated in
Epicurus and is beyond doubt Epicurus' ultimate viewpoint. The second statement is not
explicitly stated in Epicurus, and that formulation is an inference drawn largely from Cicero and
the kinetic-katestematic controversy that we've discussed extensively elsewhere (for new
readers see Boris Nikolsky's "Epicurus On Pleasure" which derives from Gosling and Taylor.

On this I think Emily Austin's viewpoint in her footnote in Chapter 4 of Living for Pleasure is very
helpful:

Both cite Gosling & Taylor who have probably the most extensive analysis.
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