Episode 167 - "Epicurus And His Philosophy" Part 20
- Chapter 9 - The New Physics 02

Post by “Cassius” of March 28, 2023 at 6:58 AM

I am in the process of getting this week's podcast ready for release and therefore came again
upon the issue of Thomas Paine's argument that motion can be used as a proof of the existence
of a supernatural god setting everything in motion - as discussed in Paine's article referenced
two posts above.

1 - Does anyone know if this is an argument from Aristotle or another Greek source?

2 - It would be good to trace this down and be very clear for future reference. Does a deist like
Paine conclude that motion is a proof of god because he thinks that motion is not a property of
atoms and has to come from some where else, or is the issue an epistemological point that it is
improper to speculate as to a condition that we never see exist from what does exist? Both?
Neither? Or is the difference in reasoning between Paine and Epicurus something else entirely?

Not exactly a pressing issue that needs immediate resolution but something that would be
useful to articulate.

Joshua brought up Richard Dawkins' "The Blind Watchmaker" and that might address that point,
but | have not read it.
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