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"Retaining his imperium, or power to command, Torquatus was in Africa in 47.[17] There the
surviving boni raised an army which included 40,000 men (about 8 legions), a powerful cavalry
force led by Caesar's former right-hand man, the talented Titus Labienus, forces of allied local
kings and 60 war elephants. The two armies engaged in small skirmishes to gauge the strength
of the opposing force, during which two legions switched to Caesar's side. Meanwhile, Caesar
expected reinforcements from Sicily. In the beginning of February 46, Caesar arrived in Thapsus
and besieged the city. The boni, led by Metellus Scipio, could not risk the loss of this position
and were forced to accept battle. Scipio commanded "without skill or success",[18] and Caesar
won a crushing victory which ended the war. Torquatus fled the field along with Scipio,
attempting to escape to Hispania, but was trapped at Hippo Regius by the fleet of Publius
Sittius. Scipio committed suicide on board a ship and Torquatus either committed suicide with
him or was captured and executed.[19]"
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