Paper On Epicurean Engagement With Society -
Jeffrey Fish - "Not All Politicians Are Sysiphus"

Post by “Cassius” of March 6, 2023 at 10:54 PM

There is a lot of discussion in this article about Philodemus' "On The Good King" but | do not
recall that we have discussed it here much in the past.

We need to find the best available translations / reconstructions of what is left and start a
thread on that under Ethics:

Although chere is an wndeesand ang that the i'_.|5,|_ ruder will reign over &
prospering and peaceful kingdom, Philedemuas’ focus is che well-being and
hnpplncs: al che rulec™ In a guowmaion aleeady knewn o eardier edinors,
through the just and pious king
peaphe are said o prosper [ 141. OF crachal lmpa reance oo Fhilode-
msus, Homer affirms that chere is emjomenr in living ard ruling fustly. Such
a view af virtue iz carirely foreign ro Swoicism, & podng averleaked in pre-
vious aremps (o view the treatise chrough char lens.®® It would b bave
proven urappealing o Peripatenes ar Platoniss ™ Alchough Cicero seresses
the impertance and utilty of a grod repuracion in bis lener 1o his brothes
Quiintus an how o bes Fovern a prm'jllct.“' bie s comaniteed 4o viewing
the happiress of a ruler and the bappiness of his people & ssendally rvo
separace things, The gral of happines for those governed will often meean
the unbappinas of the virtsis mler, a false dichotomy for Philodemus, #
By exploring how a ruler, cheougls his virtwe, coeates as safe and stable 2 nide
as possible, Philodemnus’ creagise also peesants the ioverse of whan we find
in the disoassion of r.\.ﬂitir). h:r his COnEmporary and Fellow ];'pi._'u_'e]n,

https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2945-paper-on-epicurean-engagement-with-society-jeffrey-fish-not-all-
politicians-are/?postID=23035#post23035 1



https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2945-paper-on-epicurean-engagement-with-society-jeffrey-fish-not-all-politicians-are/?postID=23035#post23035
https://www.epicureanfriends.com/thread/2945-paper-on-epicurean-engagement-with-society-jeffrey-fish-not-all-politicians-are/?postID=23035#post23035

